SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 9 MAY 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SID, ZS5AYC 

RESULTS OF THE VOTING FOR THE 2021 AGM MOTIONS 

and 

TWO CONTESTS IN THE WEEK 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
The SARL News Team wishes all Mother’s a wonderful Mother’s Day. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO SID, ZS5AYC 


On Sunday 2 May, Sid, ZS5AYC; Adele, ZS5APT; Craig, ZS6CHT, and XYL 
Yolandi activated Langkrans ZS/MP-029. This is the point where Mpumalanga, 
KwaZulu-Natal, and the Free State meet. The four points for this activation 
gave Sid 1 000 SOTA activator points and he becomes the first South African 
SOTA Mountain Goat. Adele, ZS5APT is also very close to achieving her 
Mountain Goat status. Well done, Sid! 


TYPE APPROVAL DISCUSSION ON THURSDAY EVENING 13 MAY 


The SARL will hold another discussion on how it will respond to ICASA on the 
draft Type Approval regulations. A copy of the draft regulations entitled “Draft 
equipment authorisation regulations” is available on www.sarl.org.za. To take 
part in the discussion, send an e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za and a link will be 
emailed to you. The proposed SARL response will be mailed to all participants 
in the discussion on Thursday afternoon. 


RESULTS OF THE VOTING FOR THE 2021 AGM MOTIONS 


Voting on the 2021 AGM Motions closed at 23:59 CAT on Monday 3 May. 
Only 288 members out of 1 691 members cast their votes, giving a 17,03% vote. 


Thank you to the members who voted and thanks to the Councillors and other 
members who put in an effect to get the members to vote. 


1. Motion 2021-02. To receive and approve minutes of 2019 Annual General 
Meeting. Agree: 262 Disagree: 2 Abstain: 24. 


2. Motion 2021-03. To receive the unaudited accounts for the period ending 28 
February 2021. Agree: 260 Disagree: 12 Abstain: 16. 


3. Motion 2021-04. To receive the proposed budget for year ending 30 June 
2022. Agree: 278 Disagree: 2 Abstain: 8. 


4. Motion 2021-05. To receive and ratify the proposed subscriptions for year 1 
July 2021 to 30 June 2022. Agree: 282 Disagree: 6 Abstain: 0. 


5. Motion 2021-06. To reappoint C J L Du Plessis Inc (Practice No 902388) as 
the Auditors for 2021/2022. Agree: 279 Disagree: 1 Abstain: 8. 


6. Motion 2021-07. Additional Membership Category: Family Membership. 
Agree: 264 Disagree: 15 Abstain: 9. 


7. Motion 2021-08. To review the criteria for determining which members may 
register and vote at meetings convened by the SARL. Agree: 257 Disagree: 18 
Abstain: 13. 


8. Motion 2021-09. To ratify the election of Councillors. Agree: 275 Disagree: 
2 Abstain: 11. 


All the motions are thus accepted. 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
NEUTRON-1 CUBESAT TEAM NEEDS YOUR HELP! 


The Neutron-1 CubeSat team is looking for Amateurs around the world to 
help troubleshoot its satellite. “Our team believes the satellite goes into 
safe mode intermittently, making communications difficult. The satellite has 
had an operational beacon since deployment, but its operation is irregular. 
Beacons have been captured by various amateurs around the world and via 
SatNOGS ground stations. If you like to assist you will find the full details 
on www.amsatsa.org.za/ 


SARL NEXT GENERATION BEACON FUND STANDS AT R9 800 


The crowdfunding initiative to collect funds for the SARL Next Generation 
Beacon Programme started by AMSAT SA, has to date collected R9 800. 
This is far from the R60 000 target to finance a beacon in the Karoo and 
the Western Cape. AMSAT SA and the SARL thank all who have thus far 
contributed. Help us make it happen by making your donation to the fund. 
Visit www.amasatsa.org.za and make your contribution by clicking on one of 
the payment buttons for a R50, R250 or R1 000 donation. The button will take 
you to the Payfast website where you need to enter your credit card details. 
Please also add your call sign after your surname. 


A Next Generation Beacons page with reports and videos and a list of donors, is 
under construction and should be available on both the SARL and AMSATSA 
website during next week. While we are working on the web page, you can watch 
Brian Jacobs’ presentation at the SARL technical symposium on the following 
link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2veD_7CROQ 


CONTEST NEWS 
Remember, the RAE candidates need your QSO for their assessment. 


The Early Morning Coffee Sprint is on the air from 03:00 UTC to 05:00 UTC 
(05:00 to 07:00 CAT) on Wednesday 12 May with phone activity on 80 metres. 
The exchange is your call sign, an RS report, and your age. The QSY rules for 
Sprints apply. You score 2 points for a QSO with a pensioner and 1 point for 
a QSY with a not yet pensioner. Log Sheets in MS Excel format only must be 
submitted by 23:59 CAT on Monday 17 May by e-mail to zs3vdk@webmail.co.za. 


The ZS3 Sprint is a fun activity to promote contacts between radio amateurs 
in the Northern Cape and radio amateurs in Southern African countries and 
runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC (16:00 to 17:00 CAT) on Sunday 16 May 2021 
with CW and phone activity. The Exchange is an RS or RST report and your 
provincial or country abbreviation. Log sheets must be submitted by 23:59 CAT 
on Friday 21 May 2021 and sent by e-mail to zs3nc@qsl.net. Get all the rules 
on pages 81 and 75 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low 
levels. There are currently no sunspot regions visible. No solar flaring activity 
is expected. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected 
effective sunspot number for the week will be around two. The 15 to 30 m bands 
will especially during the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. For more 
information, please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — Mother’s Day and the SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest 
12 May — The Early Morning Coffee Sprint 

13 May — The Type Approval discussion 

16 May — The ZS3 Sprint 

19 May — The SARL 80 m Club Sprint 


22 May — The Radio Amateur Examination 
29 and 30 May — The CQ WPX CW Contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


On Sunday 2 May, Sid, ZS5AYC; Adele, ZS5APT; Craig, ZS6CHT and XYL 
Yolandi activated Langkrans ZS/MP-029. The four points for this activation 
gave Sid 1 000 SOTA activator points and he becomes the first South African 
SOTA Mountain Goat. Well done, Sid! 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


